
 
KS1 and KS2 Progression in vocabulary: Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 

 Y4 
 

Y5 Y6 

National 
Curriculum 

Aut 1 
arrive 

 
in addition to 
those listed in 

Y3 

Aut 2  
favourite 

 
in addition to 
Y3 and Aut 1 

 

Spr 1 
woman 

 
in addition to 
Y3 , Aut 1 and 

Aut 2  

Aut 1 
accompany 

communicate 
opportunity 

achieve 
environment 
competition 
equipment 
individual 
physical 

prejudice 
language 

appreciate 
sufficient 
curiosity 
muscle 

recommend 
temperature 
determined 
government 

thorough 
 

Aut 2  
aggressive 

ancient 
community 
conscience 
Equip(-ped -

ment) 
especially 

foreign 
harass 

privilege 
soldier 
suggest 
symbol 

 
 

in addition to 
Aut 1 

 

Spr 1 
amateur 
bargain 

desperate 
develop 

disastrous 
excellent 
existence 
guarantee 
hindrance 

Immediate(ly) 
interrupt 
lightning 
nuisance 
recognise 
relevant 
variety 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 and Aut 2  

Aut 1 
convenience 
immediately 

neighbour 
queue 

restaurant 
 
 

In addition to Y5 

Aut 2  
committee 

 
in addition to 
Y5 and Aut 1 

 

Spr 1 
familiar 
rhyme 
rhythm 

stomach 
 
 

in addition to Y5 
Aut 1 and Aut 2  

Spr 2 
built 

notice 
 
 

in addition to 
Y3, Aut 1,  Aut 2 

and Spr 1  

Sum 1 
grammar 

minute 
 

in addition to 
Y3,  Aut 1,  Aut 

2, Spr 1 and 
Spr 2 

 

Sum 2 
learn  

length  
 

in addition to 
Y3, Aut 1,  Aut 
2, Spr 1 Spr 2 

and Sum1 
 

Spr 2 
according 

forty 
frequently 

leisure 
programme 

system 
vehicle 

 
 

in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2 

and Spr 1  

Sum 1) 
apparent 
average 

awkward 
cemetery 
conscious 

controversy 
correspond 

criticise 
explanation 

interfere 
occupy 

parliament 
pronunciation 

secretary 
sincerely 
vegetable  

in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, Spr 

Sum 2 
identity 

mischievous  
necessary 
persuade 
sacrifice 
signature 
sincerely 

twelfth 
 

in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 Spr 2 and 
Sum1 

 

Spr 2 
No new words.  

 
in addition to Y5 
Aut 1, Aut 2 and 

Spr 1  

Sum 1 
shoulder 

yacht 
 

in addition to 
Y5, Aut 1,  Aut 

2, Spr 1 and 
Spr 2 

 

Sum 2 
attached 
available 

bruise 
marvellous 
profession 

 
 

in addition to 
Y5, Aut 1,  Aut 2, 
Spr 1 Spr 2 and 

Sum1 
 



 
1 and Spr 2 

 

Additional 
vocabulary  

Aut 1 
obsession 
dejected 

tingle 
impression 
awesome 

bluff 
charge 
glance 
lounge 
theme 
parcel 

primate 
ape 

chestnut 
kin 

stem 
vegetarian 
patchwork 
symbolism 

 

Aut 2 
impatient 

lantern 
fidget 
twitch 
swish 
lurch 

awkward 
applause 

astonishment 
majestic 
big top 
lantern 

braid 
barrel organ 

carousel 
mechanical 

handkerchief 
pantaloon 
trousers 

lute 
 
 

Spr 1 
haggle 

protector 
looming 

quiver 
awning 

bray 
bolt 

muffle 
barren 
Roman 
forum 
tremor 
pumice 
molten 
Citizen 

eruption 
earthquake 

excavate 

Aut 1 
adrift 
wharf 

dock(side) 
masts 
clipper 

navigate 
navigation 

navy 
cabin boy 
carpentry 

rigging 
harbour 
ashore 
horizon 
plains 
valet 

charts 
expedition 

glacier 
hardship 
frostbite 

polar ice cap 
Inuit 
igloo 

ridges 
crevasses 

caribou 
base camp 
compass 

Aut 2 
avenger 
banquet 

barricade 
callous 

chainmail 
companions 

courage 
descendants 

despair 
enrages 

enthralled 
grief 
lair 

merciless 
perilous 

prosperity 
savage 
seized 
stalked 

vengeful 
vile 

wrenched 
 
  
 

Spr 1 
quest 

observe 
phenomena 

yearned 
reluctantly 

exasperated  
ventured 

agility 
garments 
invincible 

immortal(ity) 
foiled 

reckless 
imprison 

trek 
triumphant 

daring 
stalk 

muster 
recoil 
awe 

 

Aut 1 
friction 

benevolence 
compassion  

angst 
authority 
conflict 
dispute 
timidly 

pounding 
invaded 

Jew 
Jewish 

holocaust 
Nazi occupation 

apartment 
thread 

keyhole 
Madame 
Monsieur 

community 

Aut 2 
originally 

especially 
including 
definitely 

unfortunately 
probably 

extraordinary 
wrongly 

abolitionists 
citizen 

colonise  
discrimination  

enslave  
empire  

immigrant  
nationality  

institutional 
racism  

segregation  
Windrush  

  
 

Spr 1 
bore  

rattled  
ceased  

blossoms  
bitterly  
longed  

admired  
merely  

hastened  
slay  
ogre  

trespasser  
casement  

wound  
awe  

 
 



 
Spr 2 

abandoned 
archipelago 

atoll 
decaying 
erupting 
evacuate 

geothermal 
geyser 

hospitable 
indigenous 

islet 
pumice 

reef 
remote 

seismograph 
shrouded 
tidal wave 
volcanic 

volcanologist 
  

Sum 1 
Biodegradable 

toxic 
threatened 

crisis 
single-use 
extinction 

species 
coral reef 
crevices 

algae 
amid 

climate 
digest 

sustainable 
depend 

pollutant 
contaminate 

debris 
  
 
 

Sum 2 
surge 
gush 

billow 
chamber 

snatch 
mould 
clasp 

enchantment 
sprawl 
ebony 
glacier 
cavern 

Stalactites 
stalagmites 
formation 

pools 
amethyst 

Amber 
Grotto 
ledge 

Spr 2 
declared 

depended 
gathered 

experiment 
darkness 
explore 

exploration 
resilient 

aspiration 
impossible 
astronaut 

gravity 
lunar 

atmosphere 
universe 

galaxy 
spherical 
moonless 

orbited 
military 

 
  

Sum 1 
vanished  
emerged  
gathered  
jammed  
thundery  
managed  
scavenge  

responsible  
attention 

refrigerators  
carriage  

steam engine  
council  

rubbish dump  
stove  

machine  
brambles  
paradise  

poison  
 
 

Sum 2 
earnest(ly)  

bitter(ly)  
disloyal  

banished  
summoned  
declaration  

gnarled  
ragged  
traitor  

prophecy  
ambition  
treachery  
protested  

vowed  
wretched  
mockery  

enchantment  
devotion  

Spr 2 
acceptance  

apprehension  
approval  

benevolence  
displaced  

empowering  
flee  

optimism  
possession  

ragged  
refugee  

shambling  
situation  
solidarity  
spattering  

unaccompanied  
wailing  

Sum 1 
fascinated  
villainous  

surrounded  
perilous  
pioneer  
inventor  
legacy  

innovations  
camouflaged 

seascape  
marine  

scorpion fish  
dorados  

emeralds  
sapphires  

rubies  
checkerboard 

fish  
truckfish  

moustache  
 

Sum 2 
inventor  

obsession  
contraption  

setback  
ingenuity  

experiment  
elation  

triumph  
deceit  

contraption  
espionage  
mechanics  
pickpocket  
prototype  

aeronautical  
papermill  
airborne  
rooster  
poultry  
orphan  

 


