
 
KS1 and KS2 Progression in vocabulary: Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 

 Y1 
 

Y2 Y3 

National 
Curriculum 

Aut 1 
she 

friend 
and 
of 

there 
one 

say(s) 
to 
so 

said 
the 
was 
me 
you 
do 
be 

Aut 2  
they 
his 
he 

where 
come 

by 
my 

here 
go 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 
 

Spr 1 
a 

house 
were 
our 

love(d) 
friend(s) 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 and Aut 2  

Aut 1 
would 
every 
who 
both 
most 

parents 
because 

Aut 2  
mind 
last 
eye 

half(way) 
old 

kind 
again 

Christmas 
father 
only 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 
 

Spr 1 
pretty 
many 

people 
any(where) 

door(s) 
should 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 and Aut 2  

Aut 1 
accidental(ly) 

appear 
breath 

breathe 
caught 

disappear 
early 

experience 
extreme 

heard 
natural 
often 

ordinary 
recent 

strength 
through 

Aut 2  
answer 
believe 

different 
forward 

guard 
heart 

imagine 
island 

opposite 
peculiar 
possible 

remember 
separate 
strange 
thought 

 
in addition to 

Aut 1 
 

Spr 1 
actual 
busy 

calendar 
centre 

century 
certain 
circle 

describe 
eight 
fruit 

group 
history 
interest 
perhaps 
women 

suppose 
 

in addition to 
Aut 1 and Aut 2  

Spr 2 
in 
no 

go(ing) 
are 

 
in addition to Aut 
1,  Aut 2 and Spr 

1  

Sum 1 
some 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 and Spr 2 
 

Sum 2 
of 

once 
ask 

there 
has 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 Spr 2 and 
Sum1 

 

Spr 2 
hold 
told 
only 

could 
water 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2 

and Spr 1  

Sum 1 
could(n’t) 

bare 
(homophones) 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 and Spr 2 
 

Sum 2 
sure 

prove 
should(n’t) 

great 
 

in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 Spr 2 and 
Sum1 

 

Spr 2 
actually 
although 
consider 

earth 
enough 

guide 
increase 

important 
knowledge 

question 
sentence 

special 
therefore 
various 
weight 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1, Aut 2 

and Spr 1  

Sum 1 
bicycle 
decide 
eighth 

experiment 
regular 
straight 
mention 
naughty 
position 
possess 
probably 

occasionally 
quarter 

 
in addition to 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 and Spr 2 
 

Sum 2 
address 
business 
complete 

difficult 
exercise 
famous 
height 
library 

material 
occasion 
medicine 
particular 

popular 
possession 

pressure 
promise 
purpose 

reign 
 

in addition to 



 
Aut 1,  Aut 2, 

Spr 1 Spr 2 and 
Sum1 

 

Additional 
vocabulary  

Aut 1 
worried  
difficult  
realised  

wondered 
ever  
idea  

wherever 
spoil(ed)  
exactly  
group 

around 
admittedly 

comfortable 
mattered 
chaotic 

unpredictable 
gasped 

sew 

Aut 2 
 sights 
palace 
London 
castle 
jewels 
dome 

haunted 
tower 

old-fashioned 
tour 

bridge 
chimes 
crests 

theatre 
 

Spr 1 
ignore 

forgotten 
toothsome 

tough 
mighty 

weeniest 
feast 

slumber 
whimper 

foe 
pack 
sand 
rock 
lion 

mouse 
paw 
plain 
mane 
week   

Aut 1 
mucky 

squelchy 
polite 
loopy 

first-class 
dull 

caves 
foghorn 
creature 

heebie-jeebies 

Aut 2 
faded 
bleary 
peered 

enormous 
necessary 

return 
butting 
startled 
explore 
twinkle 

barn owl 
deckchair 
campfire 

wellington 
telescope 

planets 
supper 

moonlight 
rooftops   

  
 

Spr 1 
cottage 

brim 
cherry tree 

snuggle 
adventurer 

invited 
camper 
surfed 

between 
flats 

town houses 
dust sheets 
sandcastle 

bonfires 
tide 
bay 
city 

tunnels 
bridges 

towering 
skyscrapers 

terraces 
garage 

handiwork 

Aut 1 
bleak 

breadfruit 
British Empire 

disembark 
guavas 
humid 

immigrant 
jazz 

mangoes 
pier 

racism 
saxophone 
skyscraper 

Trinidad 
veranda 

Windrush 

Aut 2 
brimming 

briny 
contentment 

delve 
etched 
horizon 

irate 
melody 
pursuit 
quest 

rickety 
serene 

smothered 
tempest 
tranquil 
turmoil 
wharf   

  
 

Spr 1 
wander 
stumble 

relief 
strike 
chip 
trim 

wriggle 
flicker 
furious 
pierce 

skinning 
smoke 

stew 
flint 

spear 
spearhead 
grindstone 

leather 
ornament 

archaeologist 
 



 
Spr 2 
peep 
gasp 
toot 

thunderous 
din 

regal 
mutter 
tramp 
struck 

unusual 
wild 

statue 
midnight 

mammoth 
museum 
exhibition 

exhibits 
underwater 

portrait 
carnivore 

extinct 
endangered 

  

Sum 1 
swept 

jellyfish 
tentacles 

floated 
ordinary 
tongue 

barnacles 
vast 
cave 

creature 
skimmed 
hummed 

brave 
steam 
spout 

bobbed 
gently 
calm 

carefree 
beady 

paddle-shaped 
flippers 

 

Sum 2 
lolloping 
nip (into) 
peeked 

pleasant 
frothy 

nodded off 
pottering 
familiar 

penny  dropped 
plonked 

bear 
wood 

minute 
twigs 

leaves 
cactus 
duvet 

 

Spr 2 
exciting 

interesting 
strange 

weirdest 
remind 

town 
march 
adult 

language 
refugee 

  

Sum 1 
forest 

badger 
patch 

grooming 
untangled 

knot 
burr 

polished 
scoured 

feat 
scrappy 

undertook 
mighty 
flood 

concrete 
rakers 

rumbled 
churned 

mixer 
succeeded 

 
 

Sum 2 
pickle 
chap 

continue 
mumbled 

impossible 
scoff 

whine 
nervous 

humungous 
hoisted 
mural 

drainpipes 
storm 
shore 

oak 
bridge 
dawn 

afternoon 
ledge 

 

Spr 2 
protected 
creature 
surface 
bristly 
gulp 

slithers 
Nudges 

feast 
shallows 
stranded 
mammal 
blowhole 

baleen 
krill 

shrimp 
shoal 
sieve 

blubber 
Equator 

Dawn chorus 
  

Sum 1 
Isolated 

excluded 
billowing 
elegant 

magnificent 
crouch 
fidget 
sneer 
hunch 

atmosphere 
dialogue 
citadel 

aqueduct 
archway 

canal lock 
pennant  

spire 
dome  

 
 

Sum 2 
pickle 
chap 

continue 
mumbled 

impossible 
scoff 

whine 
nervous 

humungous 
hoisted 
mural 

drainpipes 
storm 
shore 

oak 
bridge 
dawn 

afternoon 
ledge 

 

 


