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Year and unit (Intended units)

Teaching/ lesson ideas (Implementation of units)

Assessment questions (Assessing the impact)

EYFS Understanding the world topics.

- Recognise some similarities and
differences between life in this country
and life in other countries.

- Recognise that people have different
beliefs and celebrate special times in
different ways.

- Understand that some places are special
to members of their community.

- Continue developing positive attitudes
about the differences between people.

- Recognise events in their own lives.
Discuss special times to me.

- F1 Which stories are special and why?
- F2 Which people are special and why?
- F3 What places are special and why?

- F4 What times are special and why?

- Explore festivals such as Christmas and
Easter.

- Explore important places in our local
community. Have a walk around our local
roads, visiting the local church.

- Reflect on myself and others in my class.
What makes me and my friends different
to each other? Artwork pieces linked to
this?

- Reflect on different people. Comment on
things such as skin colour, hair colour,
eye colour.

- Create a card for special events in my
life/ culture.

Can | talk about myself and how | look?

Can | talk about the differences between myself
and my friends?

Do | understand why people celebrate Christmas
and Easter? How do they celebrate these
festivals?

Which places in our local community are
important to us?

What can we learn from our local church?

Do | understand the people around me and the
roles that they have?

Can | understand the different jobs that people
have?

Key Knowledge
- The understanding of what Christmas

and Easter is.

- To name places in our local community.

- To know the differences between people
and how they look.

- To understand and know qualities about
myself.
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- F5 Belonging: who are we and how do
we belong?

- F6 Our wonderful world: how can we
care for living things and the earth?

Autumn 2: Christmas and Diwali
(Cover Diwali first)

Christianity
Hinduism

See F4 on syllabus for supporting materials.

- Whois Jesus? Use an image from a
nativity set. Hide it in a feely bag?
Question the children about the baby?

- Investigate some other people from the
story in the same way. How did they
feel? Why were they there?

- Share the story of the birth of Jesus from
a suitable book or film presentation

- Relate the reaction to the birth of Jesus
to what happens when a new baby is
born in their house or the house of a
relative

- Look at birthday cards what is being
celebrated? Why?

Diwali- character exploration, candle artwork.

| can remember and talk about three things in
the story of the birth of Jesus.

| can talk about the feelings that different people
have when a baby is born.

Key Knowledge
- To know who Jesus is.

- To know where Jesus was born and name
people who visited him.

Spring 2: Easter

See F4 on syllabus for supporting materials.

- After hearing the stories of Jesus from
Holy Week and Easter pupils see, hear
about and handle three Christian
artefacts —a palm cross, a crucifix and an
empty cross.

| can remember and talk about three things
about the Easter story.

Key Knowledge
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They talk about which one is the ‘odd
one out’ (any of the three could be for
different reasons)

- To know that Jesus was crucified on the
Ccross.

- To know that the cross is a Christian
symbol.

- To know that Jesus rose from the dead.

1- 1.1 ‘Celebrations and Festivals.’

Christianity
Judaism.

Special days from other religions can be
incorporated e.g. Eid, Diwali if required.

Explore ‘big days’ from Christianity and
Judaism. E.g. Christmas, Easter, Pesach,
Hanukkah, Passover, Palm Sunday, Lent.
Harvest festival links.

Look at the customs of Hanukah.
Explore important Christian and Jewish
artefacts linked to celebration.
Retelling/ role play of Christian stories.
(BBC teach website is good for this).
Sequencing stories visually.

Explain Christmas/ Easter to an alien.
Reflect on their own favourite day and
why.

Notice and talk about the fact that
people come from different religions.
How can we tell? How can we live
together kindly when we are all so
different?

Remember the names of the artefacts,
religions and stories they have learned.

Can | name religious festivals?

Can | retell a story linked to a festival?

Can | ask and answer questions about festivals?
Can | understand religious objects?

Why do festivals matter?

What time/ festival is important in my life?

Key Knowledge
- To name at least 3 religious festivals,

from Christmas, Easter, Pesach,
Hanukkah, Passover, Palm Sunday, Lent.
- To know that Hanukah is a Jewish
festival.
- To name a Christian and Jewish symbol.
- To know the sequence of Easter.

1- 1.2 ‘Myself and caring for others.’
Christianity
Judaism

Fable stories (retelling and discussing
their ideas). Could artwork link to a fable
story?

Can | retell a story? Can | identify the main
characters in a story?
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- To know that hot cross buns symbolise a
Cross.

- To know what happened to Jesus during
Easter.

- To know what Ramadan is.

- To know our own diet.

2- 2.1 ‘What makes people inspiring to
others?’

Christianity
Judaism

Explore key stories of key leaders such as
Moses, Jesus and Peter. How did they
make a difference?

Link to school values. Think about the
behaviour of these leaders. Which
positive values did they possess?

Think about me as a leader. How can | be
a good role model?

Explore the 10 commandments. Why are
these good rules to live by?

Make a ‘recipe for kindness’ or ‘recipe
for living together’ to show good values.
Reflect on their favourite characters and
stories. Who is their favourite leader and
why?

Remember, ask questions about and
write about their own favourite parts of
the stories they have learned, connecting
them to ideas about what makes a good
leader.

Can | name key figures from both Christian and
Jewish stories? Can | talk about my favourite
stories and characters?

What is a great leader? Why are these figures
classed as leaders?

Can | ask and answer questions about leaders?
How can | be a good leader or role model?

Key Knowledge
- To know who Moses, Jesus and Peter

are.
- To know our school values.
- To know the 10 commandments.
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2- 2.2 ‘What do Jewish people believe
about God, creation, humanity and the
natural world?’

‘What are some ways Jewish people show

their beliefs and show how they belong?’

Christianity
Judaism

Retell the Jewish creation story with
drama, pictures, song , artwork etc.
Explore how Jewish people celebrate
their faith (the shabbat, bar mitzvahs,
Hanukkah, kosher food etc).

Explore Jewish language which Jewish
people use to speak of God: Almighty /
Eternal / the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob and discuss the fact that no
pictures of God are created. God is also
written as G-D so as no to offend. Why
might this be?

Does everyone picture the same God?
What is my belief/ interpretation?
Work individually using images and / or
symbols to express their views about
God or in groups, using art, music and
poetry to express creatively different
viewpoints

Linking to English, pupils use key words
(e.g. holy, sacred, scripture, festival,
symbol,) to present ideas or write about
the Jewish religion.

Ask questions about the different ways
of speaking of G-d, recognizing that the
idea of God is open to different views,
and is a mysterious idea — but of huge

Can | recall key words about Jewish beliefs? (God
the creator, external, almighty).

Can | retell the story of Genesis 1? (Jewish
creation story).

Can | suggest meanings for the stories | hear?

Do | understand that people have different views
about stories?

Do | ask questions about God and religion?

What do | think about God?

What else can | find out about Jewish beliefs?

Key Knowledge
- To know the Jewish creation story.

- To know what Hannukah is.
- To know what kosher foods are.
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importance to many people, including
Jewish people.

2. 2.3 ‘What does it mean to belong?’
‘What is it like to belong to the Christian
religion in Nottinghamshire today?’

Christianity

Local church study would be useful here.
Class study/ artwork/ project about
belonging to class 2/ any other groups.
Explore the story of Jesus being baptised
in the river Jordan. Sequence and retell.
Explore the custom of being Christened
(as a sign of belonging). How? Why?
Where? Have any of us been Christened?
Deign a Christening party/ gift.

Reflect on personal groups/ belonging.
What makes me, me? Linking to PSHE
and RSE pupils make lists of the different
groups to which they belong, e.g. in
school, in the community, and consider
the ways these contribute to human
happiness. Why does belonging matter,
and how can we be good members of
different groups? Use art/ drama/ poetry
to show belonging.

Can | retell the story of Jesus being baptised?
Do | understand why people want to belong?
Why are people Christened?

How are people Christened?

How do | feel about belonging?

Where/ in which groups do | belong?

Key Knowledge
- To know that Jesus was baptised in the

river Jordan.
- To know why people are Christened.
- To know what happens at a Christening.
- To know where our local church is.

2. 2.4 ‘How and why are some stories
important in religions?’

‘What can we learn from stories from the Torah
and the Bible?’

Christianity

Explore and retell stories (using drama,
song, pictures etc) about key characters
such as: Noah, Abraham and Sarah,
Esther, Jacob, Joseph, Jonah, Daniel and
King David.

Can | retell a story from the Jewish bible in good
detail?

Can | understand/ suggest meanings from
stories?

Can | identify the role that God plays in stories?
Can | ask and answer questions about stories?
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Judaism - Explore the behaviour of some Can | respond to ‘big’ questions? (E.g. does God

characters in the stories. Who did the forgive? Did God create?)
right thing? Who made mistakes? Will Can | identify characters who did not do the right
God forgive them? thing?

- Ask and find out about from where these
stories come (The Torah, the Jewish Key Knowledge
Bible, called the Old Testament by - To know characters such as: Noah,
Christians). Abraham and Sarah, Esther, Jacob,

- Explore religious texts (Bible, Jewish Joseph, Jonah, Daniel and King David.
Bible, Torah). - To know that the Bible is a Christian text.

-  Explore how the Torah is used in - To know that a Torah is a Jewish text.
synagogues. - To know that there are two testaments

- Look at why the Torah is special. Should in the bible.
it be respected? - To know that Jews worship in a

- Write an account of their favourite bible synagogue.
story. - To know a bible story.

BBC KS2 clips (may be useful)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-
video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-
religion-judaism/zj78bdm

Autumn 2: Christmas and Diwali - Generous Lakshmi. Children hear a story | Step 1: Talk about times when | have been
(Cover Diwali first) of the goddess Lakshmi, and learn that generous, or received generosity. How does it
she personifies generosity, beauty, good | feel, and why does it matter? Step 2: Create
Christianity fortune and prosperity. They discover labels for a murti (image) of Lakshmi, suggesting
Hinduism that Lakshmi Puja (worship) is part of the | many meanings of symbols associated with her.
celebration of Diwali, and ask lots of Respond sensitively to ‘Diwali values’ such as

guestions about the artefacts. They think | generosity, family togetherness and kindness.



https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-judaism/zj78bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-judaism/zj78bdm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-judaism/zj78bdm
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about their own ideas about generosity,
kindness and good fortune.

- Share the story of the angels bringing
good news to the shepherds. What is the
good news of Christmas today? How
would the shepherds have felt?

- Children act out the story and freeze
frame key moments.

- Create a good news newspaper front
page about this part of the narrative.

- Write the words of the message that the
angel could have delivered.

| can identify meaning in the story and respond
sensitively to questions about feelings and
experiences.

Key Knowledge

To know who Lakshmi is.

To know that Lakshmi is the Goddess of
generosity, beauty and good fortune.
To know that the angels and the
shepherds were present at the birth of
Jesus.

Spring 2: Easter and Ramadan

Christianity
Islam

- From the story of Holy Week and Easter
children think / pair / share two
moments that go with particular feelings
e two happy moments
e two puzzling moments
e two sad moments
e two moments of strength for Jesus
(there are good PSHE links here).

- Reflect on their own emotions from the
story.

- Sequence the story.

Introduce the story of Ramadan.
What is Eid? How do Muslims celebrate this?

| can identify meanings in the story and respond
sensitively to questions about feelings and
experiences.

Key Knowledge

To know what Holy week.

To know what happened during Easter.
To know a Muslim festival.

To know what Eid is.

To know what Ramadan is.
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Compare to a Christian festival.
Make a promotional poster for Eid.

| know what Ramadan is.
| know what Eid is.
| can talk about Eid and another festival.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-islam/znmx47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-islam/znmx47h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-islam/znmx47h
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-hinduism/zfvkhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-hinduism/zfvkhbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-ks2-my-life-my-religion-hinduism/zfvkhbk
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Ramadan

How is Ramadan celebrated around the world? | understand how Ramadan is celebrated around
Explore and compare. the world.
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Create a poster/ piece of artwork to show this. | understand who might/ might not take part in
The world maybe in the middle. Ramadan and why.

Does EVERY Muslim take part? What about

children?
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mww94
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46877532
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