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Anima Phonics progression overview 
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Phase 1 (early worms) 
Phase 2 
Phase 3 
Phase 4 
 

Phase 1 (Early Worms) 
The purpose of this phase is to teach speaking and listening skills to the children. The phase is planned and taught 
based on seven key aspects: 
 

• Aspect 1: General sound discrimination – environmental sounds  

• Aspect 2: General sound discrimination – instrumental sounds  

• Aspect 3: General sound discrimination – body percussion  

• Aspect 4: Rhythm and rhyme 

• Aspect 5: Alliteration 

• Aspect 6: Voice sounds 

• Aspect 7: Oral blending and segmenting 
 

Phase 2 and Phase 3 

This is the bedrock of Anima Phonics: Letters and Sounds Updated. Children are taught the first 48 GPCs, 
enabling them to start reading and writing three-phoneme words right from the beginning. Each GPC has 
a memorable animal mascot and action. Common exception words are introduced 
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 Phase 4 

In this phase, children will consolidate knowledge of all previously learned GPCs through extending their 
word reading ability beyond three-phoneme words. Children will learn new ‘twin letter’ graphemes for 
some consonant sounds and recap previously taught two- and three-letter graphemes. 
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Phase 5  Phase 5 

The purpose of this phase is for children to broaden their knowledge of graphemes and phonemes for use in 
reading and spelling. They will learn new graphemes and alternative pronunciations for these and graphemes they 

already know, where relevant. Some of the alternatives will already have been encountered in the high-frequency 
words that have been taught. Children become quicker at recognising graphemes of more than one letter in words 

and at blending the phonemes they represent. When spelling words they will learn to choose the appropriate 
graphemes to represent phonemes and begin to build word-specific knowledge of the spellings of words. The 

teaching materials in this phase provide a selection of suitable words and sentences for use in teaching Phase Five. 
These words are for using in the activities – practising blending for reading and segmenting for spelling. These are 
not lists to be worked through slavishly but to be selected from as needed for an activity. It must always be 

remembered that phonics is the step up to word recognition. Automatic reading of all words – decodable and tricky 
– is the ultimate goal. 
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  Phase 6 

During this phase, children become fluent readers and increasingly accurate spellers. 

 

Reading  

At this stage many children will be reading longer and less familiar texts independently and with increasing fluency. 
The shift from learning to read to reading to learn takes place and children read for information and for pleasure. A 

few children may be less fluent and confident, often because their recognition of graphemes consisting of two or 
more letters is not automatic enough. Such children may still try to use phonics by sounding out each letter 

individually and then attempting to blend these sounds (for instance /c/-/h/-/a/-/r/-/g/-/e/ instead of /ch/-/ar/-
/ge/). This is all too often misunderstood by teachers as an overuse of phonics rather than misuse, and results in 

teachers suggesting to children that they use alternative strategies to read unfamiliar words. Instead the solution is 
greater familiarity with graphemes of two or more letters. The necessity for complete familiarity with these 
graphemes cannot be overstated. The work on spelling, which continues throughout this phase and beyond, will 

help children to understand more about the structure of words and consolidate their knowledge of GPCs. For 
example, children who are not yet reliably recognising digraphs and are still reading them as individual letters will 

get extra reinforcement when they learn to spell words containing the digraphs such as road, leaf, town, cloud, 
shop. As children find that they can decode words quickly and independently, they will read more and more so that 

the number of words they can read automatically builds up. In Phase Six, many children will be able to read texts of 
several hundred words fluently at their first attempt. Those children who are less fluent may benefit from rereading 
shorter texts several times, not in order to memorise the texts, but to become more familiar with at least some of 

the words that cause them to stumble, and to begin to experience what fluent reading feels like. 

 

Spelling  

In Phase Six children need to acquire more word-specific knowledge. They still need to segment words into 
phonemes to spell them, but they also learn that good spelling involves not only doing this and representing all the 

phonemes plausibly but also, where necessary, choosing the right grapheme from several possibilities. In some 
cases, word-specific spellings (e.g. sea/see; goal/pole/bowl/soul; zoo/ clue/flew/you) simply have to be learned. It is 
important to devote time in this phase to learning common words with rare or irregular spellings (e.g. they, there, 

said) as the quantity children write increases and without correction they may practise incorrect spellings that are 
later difficult to put right. However, there are spelling conventions or guidelines that generalise across many words 

and that children should understand. Where there are exceptions these can usually be dealt with as they arise in 
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children’s reading and writing. 

 

 


